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1 Why choose this syllabus? 

Key benefits
The best motivation for a student is a real passion for the subject 
they’re learning. By offering students a variety of Cambridge 
International AS & A Levels, you can give them the greatest chance  
of finding the path of education they most want to follow. With  
over 50 subjects to choose from, students can select the ones 
they love and that they’re best at, which helps motivate them 
throughout their studies.

Following a Cambridge International AS & A Level programme 
helps students develop abilities which universities value highly, 
including:

 • a deep understanding of their subjects
 • higher order thinking skills – analysis, critical thinking,  

problem solving 
 • presenting ordered and coherent arguments
 • independent learning and research.

Cambridge International AS & A Level Global Perspectives & Research develops a set of transferable skills. 
These include critical thinking, deconstructing and differentiating arguments, evaluating claims and developing 
strong reasoning. Learners can apply these skills across a range of subjects and complex real-world issues. These 
skills equip students well for progression to higher education or directly into employment.

Our approach in Cambridge International AS & A Level Global Perspectives & Research encourages learners to be:

confident, explaining, analysing and evaluating global issues and communicating arguments 

responsible, researching extensively and selecting suitable material from a globally diverse range of sources, 
directing their own learning

reflective, developing a critical awareness of their personal standpoint and how that impacts on their response to 
different opinions and diverse ways of thinking

innovative, thinking creatively to propose solutions to issues 

engaged, working collaboratively to develop each individual’s potential in pursuit of a common goal.

 

‘Cambridge students develop a deep understanding of subjects and independent thinking skills.’
Principal, Rockledge High School, USA
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Supporting teachers
We provide a wide range of resources, detailed guidance and innovative training and professional development so 
that you can give your students the best possible preparation for Cambridge International AS & A Level. To find out 
which resources are available for each syllabus go to our School Support Hub. 

The School Support Hub is our secure online site for Cambridge teachers where you can find the resources you need 
to deliver our programmes. You can also keep up to date with your subject and the global Cambridge community 
through our online discussion forums.  

Find out more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Teaching and assessment

• Endorsed resources
• Online forums
• Support for coursework and speaking tests

 Results

• Candidate Results Service
•  Principal examiner reports for teachers
• Results Analysis

Learning and revision

• Example candidate responses
• Learner guides
• Past papers and mark schemes
• Specimen paper answers

Planning and preparation

• Next step guides
• Schemes of work
• Specimen papers
• Syllabuses
• Teacher guides Support 

for Cambridge 
International  
AS & A Level

Sign up for email notifications about changes to syllabuses, including new and revised products and services at 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/Bm:9A(2nW Td
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Weighting for assessment objectives

The approximate weightings allocated to each of the assessment objectives (AOs) are summarised below.

Assessment objectives as a percentage of each qualification

Assessment objective Weighting in AS Level % Weighting in A Level %

AO1 Research, analysis and evaluation 65 65

AO2 Reflection 15 20

AO3 Communication 20 15

Total 100 100

Assessment objectives as a percentage of each component

Assessment objective Weighting in components %

Component 1 Component 2 Component 3 Component 4

AO1  Research, analysis and 
evaluation

89 63 40 65

AO2 Reflection – 22 25 20

AO3 Communication 11 15 35 15

Total 100 100 100 100
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3 Approaches to teaching and learning 

This syllabus gives you the flexibility to design a course that will interest, challenge and engage your learners. 
Where appropriate you are responsible for selecting topics, resources and examples to support your learners’ study. 
These should be appropriate for the learners’ age, cultural background and learning context as well as complying 
with your school policies and local legal requirements.

Cambridge International AS Level Global Perspectives & Research is a skills-based syllabus which uses global 
issues as a context for study. Following this syllabus will equip students with the skills to be effective, active 
participants in a rapidly changing intellectual and technical environment. Importantly, this syllabus also prepares 
and encourages learners to work with confidence both independently and collaboratively, with respect for and 
understanding of different cultures.

Cambridge International A Level Global Perspectives & Research encourages the development of independent 
enquiry and an understanding and use of appropriate research methods and methodology. When following this 
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Developing skills using the Critical Path

The Critical Path is an approach to teaching and learning that provides a systematic way for learners to develop 
the skills of research, reasoning and communication. These valuable thinking and reasoning skills are useful for a 
range of subjects and can also be used in higher education and a wide range of careers. 
As a teaching and learning tool, the Critical Path provides an effective approach to interrogating information, 
exploring different perspectives and communicating personal reflections. For students, the Critical Path is best 
seen as a sequence of repeated steps, which need to be practised.

Deconstruction

Reconstruction

Reflection

Communication and collaboration

The Critical Path as a learning process
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Global topics, themes, issues and perspectives (AS Level) continued

 

Topic

Themes

Issues

Perspectives

Sport in an international context

Economics Politics Culture Ethics

Who should be 
responsible  for 

funding the 
Olympics?

Should athletes 
boycott international 

sporting events 
because of tension 

between their countries?

Who should be 
responsible for testing 

athletes for 
performance-enhancing 

drugs?

Funding the Olympics  is a
drain on taxpayers’ money

Funding the Olympics is worth the 
investment because it generates

profit for the host country
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Global topics, themes, issues and perspectives (AS Level) continued

Example 3

TopicTopic

Themes

Issues

Perspectives

Rise of global superpowers

P
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Team Project: the role of the teacher 

The teacher should take an active role in creating teams. The maximum team size is five, the minimum two. 
Teams of three or four candidates work together well and often find it easier to agree on what problem to 
research. 

Teachers should support each candidate and team in: 

 • understanding the nature of the task 
 • formulating an appropriate research topic 
 • developing a means through which candidates can research different perspectives 
 • developing organisational skills 
 • citing and referencing their sources 
 • focusing on reflection and communication 
 • developing clear oral arguments
 • working collaboratively towards the same shared outcome. 

Teachers should note that the use of audio and/or visual materials does not need to be extensive but rather 
should be fit for purpose and reflective of working in the twenty-first century. 

The presentation and reflective paper must be each candidate’s own, unaided work. Once candidates start 
researching and producing their presentations, they may seek assistance from the teacher, but advice should 
be kept at a general level so that the candidates lead the discussions and make the suggestions for any 
amendments. Teachers must not give detailed advice to individual candidates or groups of candidates on how 
their work can be improved to meet the assessment criteria. 

There is also an online AS Level course available on our online Learning Area 
https://learning.cambridgeinternational.org/

Teachers must not: 

 • offer or provide detailed subject guidance to candidates or teams 
 • undertake any research on behalf of candidates 
 • prepare or write any subject-specific notes or drafts for candidates 
 • correct any part of a candidate’s notes used for their presentation 
 • prepare any part of a candidate’s presentation 
 • produce any part of the transcript to accompany a candidate’s oral commentary 
 • suggest amendments to, or make comments on, any part of a candidate’s presentation or reflective paper.

For further information about supervising coursework, see the Cambridge Handbook for the relevant year of 
assessment at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide
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Component 4 – Cambridge Research Report
Research report, 85 marks, externally marked

For the Cambridge Research Report, candidates complete a research project on a topic and question of their own 
choice. The project comprises a report of up to 5000 words, supported by a research log.

The report and log are externally marked by Cambridge International. 

Research report – 75 marks
Research log – 10 marks

The report must be based around a single question that lends itself to in-depth research. The report should be 
written for a non-specialist audience. 

Throughout their research, candidates must keep a research log and submit it with their report. The log must be 
a separate document to the report. In their log, candidates should record information relating to the research 
process and reflect on their research findings and decisions.

For the Cambridge Research Report, candidates should demonstrate AO1, AO2 and AO3 skills. Candidates will be 
assessed on their ability to:

 • use a research log to record, plan and reflect on research (AO1, AO2)
 • reflect on research findings and decisions (AO2)
 • analyse their research question (AO1)
 • use appropriate research methods (AO1) 
 • select and analyse relevant concepts (AO1)
 • use and assess sources to support arguments and perspectives (AO1)
 • build and compare contrasting perspectives (AO1)
 • reflect on how alternative perspectives have influenced their argument (AO2)
 • make judgements which are supported by evidence (AO1)
 • reflect on their conclusions (AO2)
 • structure their report effectively, use accurate terminology and use complete and appropriate citation and 

referencing (AO3).

The report must be written in continuous prose and must not exceed 5000 words. An accurate word count must be 
clearly stated. The title and bibliographical references are not nc
/T1_2 1 ehrmatch lokuitle md re2 0 Td
(struct l uoonn hown ..50T2 1 t8>Tj<uiu9tr staa-snmust not exceed 5000 epnadc/rch Reuo08 ef.c
/T1_eo)Tj
EMC 
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Evidence

The research report must be evidence-based. Evidence is likely to be primary evidence and/or secondary evidence. 
Primary evidence is first-hand information and can come from a range of sources, such as historical documents, 
literary texts, artefacts and data gathered from scientific observation, as well as interviews and surveys. Secondary 
evidence includes material such as the arguments and opinions of specialists which reflect on or synthesise primary 
evidence. Candidates should be aware of and explore the strengths and potential weaknesses of all types of 
evidence.

Research methods and methodology
Candidates should select research methods that are appropriate for their chosen topic. The research can be based 
on primary and/or secondary evidence, depending on the subject matter and the approach. The types of research 
methods that might be used are: 

 • reviewing the secondary literature in the field
 • close analysis of texts
 • producing evidence through other qualitative research methods (e.g. ethnography, interviews, focus groups)
 • analysis and evaluation of statistical or other numerical data
 • producing evidence through other quantitative research methods (e.g. surveys, experiments) 
 • a mixture of the methods above.

The study of the reasons why particular sets of methods are appropriate for specific academic subject areas is 
known as research methodology. Candidates are expected to engage with the methodology underlying their choice 
of research methods, and consider the impact of their choice on their report. 

Candidates should be taught: 

 • research and organisational skills 
 • a broad understanding of research methods and research methodology 
 • how to select and use appropriate concepts for their chosen research topic
 • appropriate ways of citing and referencing sources
 • the meaning and significance of academic honesty and plagiarism.

In their research report, candidates must explain their choice and use of appropriate research methods, and 
consider the methodology which has informed this. Candidates should explain how they carried out the research.

Research log 

Candidates must use a research log throughout the research process to record information, plan actions and reflect 
on research findings and decisions. Decisions could include the wording of their research question, their choice of 
methods, and judgements made during the research based on their findings. Candidates do not need to record all 
their actions and thinking in their log. The log could contain reminders of things to check, ongoing evaluation of the 
research, and reflections on how their thinking or their research question may have changed as a result of feedback 
from the teacher.

The log must be submitted for assessment and must be a separate document to the report. It can be written in note 
form or a mixture of notes and continuous prose. The log is not included in the 5000 word limit of the report but it 
should not be seen as a way to extend that word limit. 

For further guidance on the log, including length and format, see the Teacher Guide.
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Perspectives 

A candidate’s research question should lead to the discussion of different perspectives. A perspective is a coherent 
world view which is a response to an issue. A perspective is made up of argument, evidence and assumptions, and 
may be influenced by a particular context. It should be clear from the research question that it will be possible to 
analyse and evaluate different perspectives.

For example, a candidate may want to choose industrialisation as their research topic. There are different opinions 
about industrialisation. Some argue in favour of industrialisation because industrial production can manufacture 
goods more efficiently. However, others argue against it because of the pollution it generates. Each of these views 
can be supported by different kinds of evidence. The argument for industrialisation based on its efficiency might be 
backed up by quantitative evidence of rates of production and profitability. The arguments against industrialisation 
because of the pollution it causes, might be supported by observational evidence of its impact on the natural 
environment. Each of these views also make different assumptions: unstated reasons which lead them to value 
different kinds of evidence and come to different conclusions. In each case, the combination of the arguments, 
evidence and assumptions makes up a distinctive perspective. A judgement between them can, however, be 
reached by the careful and sympathetic evaluation of the differing yet well-established views.

The research question should lead directly to an assessment of the perspectives. It would not be suitable for a 
research question to be simply ‘Industrialisation’ because that is a not a question. The title ‘Has industrialisation 
been environmentally damaging?’ is a question, but it would not be suitable because it suggests a one-sided, 
preconceived view and does not lead directly to a debate. However, an appropriate question and report title would 
be ‘Is industrialisation a good thing?’, because this question could lead to establishing and evaluating different 
perspectives.

For further guidance, see the Teacher Guide.

Structuring and presenting the Cambridge Research Report

The report should contain an introduction, main body and conclusion. It may include sub-headings and must 
include references. The report needs to be organised so that the argument is well communicated and easy to 
follow. 

Candidates must acknowledge where specific ideas and information come from. They should use an appropriate 
referencing and citation system related to the academic discipline in which they are working. Many reports will 
adopt the Harvard, Chicago or APA referencing systems. Whatever referencing system candidates choose, they 
must use it consistently.

Authenticity and academic honesty

It is the centre’s responsibility to make sure that all assessed work is the candidate’s original work. If plans and 
can be supported it system ems. Whatevee-s-1.2erers ropria Td
(reo73ll ase, they )Tjawar genity of tTj
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A candidate taking someone else’s work or ideas and passing them off as his or her own is an example of plagiarism. 
Cambridge International use plagiarism detection software packages. It is the teacher’s responsibility to prevent 
plagiarism from happening in the first place, and to detect it if it does happen. For more information, search for 
‘Preventing plagiarism – guidance for teachers’ on our website at www.cambridgeinternational.org

At the time of submission, the candidate must sign a statement of originality confirming that they are submitting 
their own work. The teacher countersigns it to confirm that they believe it is the candidate’s work. 

Submitting candidates’ work

All candidates’ research reports and research logs are marked by Cambridge International. All work must be 
submitted electronically. 

The deadlines and methods for submission are given in the Administrative Guide. This is available from the Exams 
Officers’ Guide section of our website: www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

For each candidate, submit the following pieces of work to Cambridge International:

1 Cambridge Research Report 
2 Research log 
3 Research proposal form.
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5 What else you need to know 

This section is an overview of other information you need to know about this syllabus. It will help to share the 
administrative information with your exams officer so they know when you will need their support. Find more 
information about our administrative processes at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Before you start

Previous study

We recommend that learners starting this course should have completed a course in English equivalent to 
Cambridge IGCSE™ or Cambridge O Level First Language English. 

Guided learning hours

We design Cambridge International AS & A Level syllabuses based on learners having about 180 guided 
learning hours for each Cambridge International AS Level and about 360 guided learning hours for a Cambridge 
International A Level. The number of hours a learner needs to achieve the qualification may vary according to local 
practice and their previous experience of the subject.

Availability and timetables 

All Cambridge schools are allocated to one of six administrative zones. Each zone has a specific timetable. 

You can view the timetable for your administrative zone at www.cambridgeinternational.org/timetables

You can enter candidates in the June and November exam series. If your school is in India, you can also enter your 
candidates in the March exam series. 

Check you are using the syllabus for the year the candidate is taking the exam.

Private candidates cannot enter for this syllabus. For more information, please refer to the Cambridge Guide to 
Making Entries.

Combining with other syllabuses

Candidates can take this syllabus alongside other Cambridge International syllabuses in a single exam series. The 
only exceptions are:

 • Cambridge International Project Qualification 9980 
 • Syllabuses containing Global Perspectives within the syllabus title at the same level

Group awards: Cambridge AICE 

Cambridge AICE (Advanced International Certificate of Education) is a group award for Cambridge International  
AS & A Level. It allows schools to offer a broad and balanced curriculum by recognising the achievements of 
learners who pass exams in a range of different subjects. 

Learn more about Cambridge AICE at www.cambridgeinternational.org/aice
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The standard assessment arrangements may present barriers for candidates with impairments. Where a candidate 
is eligible, we may be able to make arrangements to enable that candidate to access assessments and receive 
recognition of their attainment. We do not agree access arrangements if they give candidates an unfair advantage 
over others or if they compromise the standards being assessed.

Information on access arrangements is in the Cambridge Handbook at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide 

Language

This syllabus and the related assessment materials are available in English only.

After the exam

Grading and reporting

Grades A*, A, B, C, D or E indicate the standard a candidate achieved at Cambridge International A Level. A* is the 
highest and E is the lowest grade. 

Grades a, b, c, d or e indicate the standard a candidate achieved at Cambridge International AS Level. ‘a’ is the 
highest  and ‘e’ is the lowest grade.

‘Ungraded’ means that the candidate’s performance did not meet the standard required for the lowest grade  
(E or e). ‘Ungraded’ is reported on the statement of results but not on the certificate. In specific circumstances  
your candidates may see one of the following letters on their statement of results:

 • Q (PENDING)
 • X (NO RESULT).

These letters do not appear on the certificate.

If a candidate takes a Cambridge International A Level and fails to achieve grade E or higher, a Cambridge 
International AS Level grade will be awarded if both of the following apply:

 • the components taken for the Cambridge International A Level by the candidate in that series included all the 
components making up a Cambridge International AS Level

 • the candidate’s performance on the AS Level components was sufficient to merit the award of a Cambridge 
International AS Level grade.

On the statement of results and certificates, Cambridge International AS & A Levels are shown as General 
Certificates of Education, GCE Advanced Subsidiary Level (GCE AS Level) and GCE Advanced Level (GCE A Level).

‘Cambridge International A Levels are the ‘gold standard’ qualification. They are based on 
rigorous, academic syllabuses that are accessible to students from a wide range of abilities yet 
have the capacity to stretch our most able.’
Director of Studies, Auckland Grammar School, New Zealand
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How students, teachers and higher education can use the grades

Cambridge International A Level

Assessment at Cambridge International A Level has two purposes:

 • to measure learning and achievement 
The assessment:
 – confirms achievement and performance in relation to the knowledge, understanding and skills specified in 

the syllabus.

 • to show likely future success 
The outcomes:
 – help predict which students are well prepared for a particular course or career and/or which students are 
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Changes to this syllabus for 2023, 2024 and 2025
The syllabus has been reviewed and revised for first examination in 2023. 

You must read the whole syllabus before planning your teaching programme.
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In addition to reading the syllabus, you should refer to the updated specimen papers. The specimen papers will help 
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